The FairTax Deserves An Up Or Down Vote
By Senator Jerry Moran (KS), S. 155 sponsor

Congress and the American people are ready to have a conversation about comprehensive
tax reform, and now more than ever there is the opportunity to replace our deeply flawed tax
system with a commonsense system that is simpler and more growth-oriented.
Many of my colleagues suggest that tax reform should be achieved by creating a fairer, more
balanced system with lower rates and a broader base – I couldn’t agree more. But, I am also
convinced we must think bigger if we are to capitalize on this opportunity for economic growth
and new prosperity.
I am proud to join my colleague, Senator David Perdue
of Georgia, in introducing the
Fair Tax Act of 2015. As a longtime proponent of the
FairTax®, it is a privilege to lead this effort in Congress
following the retirement of Senator Saxby Chambliss of
Georgia from the U.S. Senate. Thanks also to the
thousands of FairTax advocates, grassroots volunteers
and Americans For Fair Taxation leadership for your
steadfast support of this legislation.
The FairTax is a significant step in the direction of
individual freedom, a fundamental concept of our

nation’s founding. By eliminating the withholding of federal income taxes and social security
taxes from paychecks, it would allow Americans to keep the entirety of their income and put
individuals in charge of their own finances rather than the government or, more specifically,
the Internal Revenue Service.
All Americans have the right to assume that the IRS, which exercises great authority over the
taxpayers of this country, is operating in a neutral, fair and appropriate manner. Unfortunately,
we now know that the IRS under the Obama Administration has failed in those basic tenets.
To quote one of my colleagues from across the aisle, the IRS has done “permanent damage”
to its reputation and legacy through the political targeting of conservative nonprofit groups.
Rendered obsolete by the FairTax, the IRS would become a thing of the past.
The benefits of the FairTax are immediate and obvious. This year, Americans will likely work
100 days or longer to earn enough to pay their share of federal, state and local taxes.
Americans will then spend billions of hours preparing their tax returns this spring.
A 2013 study by the Mercatus Center at George Mason University estimates that Americans
spend between $300 billion and $1 trillion each year attempting to comply with the 70,000+
page tax code. There is no reason why paying taxes should be so confusing and complicated.
The burden this process places on individuals and small businesses must be relieved.
But the problems with our current tax code go deeper than the complexities of paperwork, and
the FairTax gets to the very root of those problems. Loaded with thousands of loopholes,
exceptions, exemptions, credits, deductions, you name it – our tax code grossly manipulates
the decision-making of businesses in our country.
By some estimates, U.S. companies are currently holding more than $2 trillion overseas. We
can only speculate how much foreign investment continues to sit on the sidelines when it
could be brought to America to create jobs and stimulate economic growth. For international
businesses looking to relocate to the United States, the FairTax would be welcome news.
With the FairTax, Americans would no longer be punished for working hard to make money to
support their families. All Americans, regardless of economic status, would be on equal
footing and achieve greater freedom.
Overhauling the American tax system is not an easy undertaking, but the economic need for a

leaner and fairer tax code has never been greater. It should be common sense: a simplified
tax code will help boost the economy. With no tax on savings or investment, there will be
more jobs and greater productivity.
The FairTax deserves to be heard in a committee setting, debated, and given an up or down
vote. Americans know that when our economy is strong they can provide for their families,
and see their children and grandchildren pursue the American Dream. The FairTax is a
commonsense step toward restoring that dream.

